
March 6, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 
were in attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the February 22nd meeting.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 22nd meeting as submitted.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:18 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, presented the board with a recap of his activities for 2017.   
Mr. Johanson noted that 4 conditional use permits had been granted in 2017, 8 building permits for new houses, and 4 
building permits for housing additions had been issued, as well as 13 septic system permits, along with several permits 
to build grain bins.  Garry also updated the board on the Demo Landfill Permit, stating there is a huge state backlog and 
that 66 other counties are also waiting to be issued landfill permits.  Mr. Johanson noted he has been working with the 
legislative funding committee with the Association of Minnesota Emergency Managers (AMEM) to procure more funding 
for emergency management throughout the 87 counties.  Garry also updated the board on the Courthouse Safety grant, 
stating that wire is being strung throughout the courthouse to supply panic buttons throughout departments as well as 
increased security measures in the courts area.  Mr. Johanson noted that this year the Buffer Management will be 
focusing on Judicial Ditch systems and letters will be going out to landowners along those ditch systems.  He noted that 
compliance with regard to public waterways has been very good.  Garry also noted that he will be going to a meeting on 
March 28th in Moorhead with regard to the flood forecast, which at this time is probably relatively low.  Mr. Johanson 
also noted that a SkyWarn Class instructed by Greg Gust will be held one March 22nd at the Ada-Borup High School 
Auditorium beginning at 6 p.m.   
 
Approximately 10 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach gave an update on the AMC Legislative Conference he attended last 
week along with Mr. Johanson.  He attended the MRC meeting on Wednesday evening which was also attended by 10 
rural legislators where the topic of demolition landfills was a hot topic, and frustrations were high with the MPCA and 
dollars spent trying to get landfills permitted.  Legislators were very in tune with this and are looking into the MPCA.  The 
County Program Aid was also discussed with the legislators.  Thursday meetings focused on the bonding bill and 
taxation along with changes to the federal taxation; MNLARS (MN Licensing & Registration Systems) and the debacle 
the state finds itself in with that program and the additional funding needed to fix it; and Health and Human Services 
meeting with regard to MNSURE going back on the county level.   
 
A short break was taken at 10:17 a.m. after which Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, addressed the board with needs for the 
dispatch center due to the resignation of Matt Lee as a part time dispatcher.  Jeremy stated that he had been approved 
an additional full time dispatcher last year, but had not yet filled that position.  He currently has two full time and 2 part 
time with the resignation of Matt, and would like the board to authorize another full time dispatcher along with a limited 
part time dispatcher.  He explained that he felt with the time he spends training part time dispatchers only to have them 
leave for full time employment when an opening presents itself, he feels he would be able to retain dispatchers better if 
they were full time benefitted employees, and he would cut down considerably on over time being paid.  After 
considerable discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Sheriff's Department being staffed by 
4 full time dispatchers and one limited part time position.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and the motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Jeremy also updated the board on the 911 equipment that is getting out dated and will need updating before long.  He is 
looking at a lease program that has become available and looks promising.   
 
At 10:40 a.m.  Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, presented her agenda.  First on her agenda was the Local Bridge 
Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant Agreement on SAP-054-620-012, (MnDOT No.1028791).  Jerilyn stated that this 
project had been let and awarded to Gerit Hanson of Blackduck, MN.  She stated this agreement would procure 
$186,131.50 in LBRP funds for the bridge replacement and the remainder of the project would come from State Aid 
dollars.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to enter into the grant agreement with MnDOT for 
the LBRP grant.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Ms. Swenson then requested 
that the board pass a resolution in support of the LBRP Grant.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR-03-06-
2018-1, a resolution for Agreement to State Transportation Fund, Local Bridge Replacement Program Grant Terms and 
Conditions, SAP 054-620-012. Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote, all yeas were voted 
with no nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer's Office.   
 
Next on Ms. Swenson's agenda was her request for approval to advertise six projects for this summer; SAP 054-612-
005, for mill and overlay and shoulder paving on CSAH 12; SAP 054-619-033, for sign replacement on CSAH 19 from 
TH 75 to TH 32; SAP 054-627-008, for mill and overlay on CSAH 27; SAP 054-629-024, for CSAH 29 sign replacement 
from CSAH 31 to the county line; SAP 054-640-010, for overlay and shoulder paving on CSAH 40; and SAP 054-664-
001 for bituminous mill and overlay on CSAH 64.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the Highway Department advertising the 6 projects discussed for summer construction.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson's next item for discussion was the contract approval to Visser Trenching Inc for county bridge #6711 
removal on 195th Avenue, SAP 054-599-060 in the amount of $35,230.50.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 



approve entering into this contract with Visser Trenching.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Next on Jerilyn's agenda was the Extended Warranty Purchase that was pulled from the warrants at the last board 
meeting.  Bob Ramstad addressed this with the board, explaining that this was for the 2013 Case tractor that had been 
purchased in 2016.  Discussion ensued and Commissioner Hall made a motion to purchase the extended warranty for 
the 2013 Case tractor.  The motion died for lack of a second to the motion.   
 
Bob then requested to purchase a new router for use by the patching crew in the amount of $14,570.  After much 
discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve purchase of the router for crack sealing.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.  Mr. Brue brought forth discussion with regard to the 
land advertised for rent in Lake Ida that had been tabled at the February 22nd meeting.  James stated that he did not 
feel the county could sell the property, and felt the best option would be to proceed with renting.  At that time A/T 
Hanson opened the one bid that had been received from Evan Mattila and noted that he had offered $60 per acre for 
the 72 tillable acres.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept Mr. Mattila's bid with the lease for five years.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Attorney Brue then addressed the board with regard to the proposed County EDA, stating that the county would need to 
advertise for a public hearing to be held on April 3rd approximately 11:00 a.m. in the County Board Room on the 
proposal to establish an Economic Development Authority for Norman County.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve advertising for the Public Hearing. Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Approximately 11:15 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach shared correspondence received since the last meeting from the 
Department of Human Services, the Red River Watershed Management Board, and the Northwest Regional 
Development Commission.    
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the renewal of the Heart Of The Valley Golf Club 3.2 liquor license renewal.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the renewal of the HOV liquor license, Commissioner Hall 
seconded the renewal and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the renewal of the Flom Pub 3.2 liquor license.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to approve the renewal, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson also brought forward the License Application for the Flom Pub for the retail sales of Cigarettes and other 
Tobacco Products.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Cigarette License Application, 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
Chairman Bommersbach then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills as presented.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 
 
Road & Bridge - $182,401.57  Revenue - $59,586.86  Building - $2,468.89 
 
Public Health - $3,514.15  Human Services - $2,412.81 Solid Waste - $13,070.10 
 
County Ditch - $2,972.39  County Homes - $1,197.05 TOTAL - $267,623.82 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, approached the board with a recap of the CADCA (Community Anti-
Drug Coalitions of America) Summit she and a staff member had attended in Washington, D.C., February 5-8th.  Sarah 
stated that she had been able to visit Capitol Hill and talk with Senators Klobuchar and Smith and Representative 
Peterson.  She also attended several break out sessions on Effective Coalition Building and found them very informative 
but felt that our local coalition was doing a good job.   
 
Ms. Kjono also requested permission for out-of-state travel for Tammy Carlsrud to attend a Family Planning 
Contraceptive Technology Conference in Washington, D.C., April 4-7th.  After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to approve the out of state travel request.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  The board would like Tammy to come back to the board post conference to give a report.   
 
Sarah also requested permission to act on behalf of the Impact Coalition to submit an application for a grant to Shock & 
Awe Organization for funding an additional medication drop box which would be portable, in the amount of $1,358.00, 
which could be taken to community events, thereby making an additional opportunity for residents to properly dispose of 
out-dated or no longer used medications, rather than having to travel to the courthouse to dispose of them near the 
Sheriff's Office.  After discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve applying for the grant through Shock & 
Awe for the portable drop box.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Kjono also reported on the Strengthening Public Health in MN work group findings that there is a lack of state 
investment in Public Health.  Sarah also noted that she and Kristy Rott will attend Local Public Health Day at the Capitol 
on March 22nd.   
 
Sarah also addressed the 2018 Legislative Priorities of the Local Public Health Association being 1) Local Public Health 
Grant, 2) Telehealth for Infectious Disease Investigation, Prevention & Treatment, 3) Health Care Access Fund & 
Provider Tax, 4) Opioid and Substance Abuse Prevention, and Promoting Healthy Communities & Healthy Behaviors.   
 



Ms. Kjono also updated the board on the current Public Health Commissioner, stating that Commissioner Ehlinger was 
forced to resign over the eldercare issues and had been replaced by Commissioner Jan Malcolm, who had been the 
Commissioner during Jesse Ventura's administration, so she comes in knowing the Department.   
 
A/T Hanson presented the board with the engagement letter from the Office of the State Auditor regarding the financial 
audit for the year 2017.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the engagement letter 
confirming the audit services to be provided.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
There being no further business before the board, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m.   
 
 
 
                                                                                           
Steve Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
     


